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COLLEGE ANTHEM
WOMEN’S COLLEGE, TINSUKIA

Lyrics : Dr. Madan Sharma
Tune : Bijan Dutta
Translation : Uttam Duorah

We are expeditioners on the moonlit path
Focussing our vision on the ever-expanding horizon

We march forward

Devoting ourselves to the study of Arts and Sciences
with exuberant hope in our hearts
Let us bring to life

all the dreams and images lying unexpressed

All the possibilities of the Life-Exalted

are in our bosom

The forms and pictures of the new society
in our eyes

Its we that are the Women Power Incarnate
Explorers on the path of Wisdon

In our concsiouness reverberates -

"Asato maa sadgamaya"



MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure to learn that Women’s
College, Tinsukia is bringing out the Vol. II, Issue I of its E-magazine.
While it is the ideal platform for the teachers and students alike to
showcase their talents in various fields I hope it will, at the same time,
reflect the quality of education and values that the college stands for. I

convey my heartiest wishes to all concerned.

Achyut Borthakur
President
Governing Body




From the Principal's Desk

Respected family members and Stakeholders of Women’s College, Tinsukia! Today is the
56" Foundation Day of this premier institution. Out of sheer determination and sacrifices of a
handful of visionaries with active and unstinted support from all sections of the society, this
beautiful institution came into being in 1966. Later, relentless hard works of its past and present
faculty members have created this “Jnana Vriksha” out of the tiny seed that had sprouted on that
august day of its inception. Today we feel blessed and privileged that we, all the stakeholders,
have been enjoying the fruit of the tree, whose seed has been sowed and nurtured by our
predecessors with utmost care. With this sense of gratitude we should also imbibe an immense
sense of responsibility upon us to continue nurturing this perpetual source of knowledge so that
generations to come can rest under its panoptical shade and enjoy the nectar of knowledge that
it ever produces.

On this auspicious occasion I would like to offer my heartfelt tribute to all the founder
members, departed faculty members of the college. My sincere gratitude is due to all past and
present teaching and non-teaching faculties for their sincere and dedicated services to the
institution.

Dear friends and well-wishers, in consonance with this august celebration we are bringingout
the 2nd issue of our digital magazine, the Wimcol Chronicle and it is my privilege to inaugurate
and present before you this beautifully crafted literary work cum dossier of the college. COVID-
19 induced lockdowns and other constraints have compelled us to opt for this digital version.
We have plans to bring out its print version too as and when the situation normalizes. I would
definitely congratulate the editorial board for their sincere efforts. Whether they could do justice
to the theme of this issue is a million dollar question that only its esteemed readers will answer.

COVID-19 has been massacaring the entire world population since 2020 and the second
wave has been extremely severe on us, the Indians. A brutal combination of a lacklusture
approach from those who are at the helm, and sheer ignorance on the part of the citizen has led
to the present ordeal that has not shown any sign of relief. This consistent attack of the dreaded
virus has completely disrupted the normal lifestyle of every citizen. The academic environments
in all institutions have been badly damaged. Normal classes, hustle and bustle of the college
campus have almost become things of the past. Students and teachers are traumatised to no end;
their lives have come to a standstill, their near and dear ones have lost their lives, their parents’
incomes have plummeted to unimaginable depths and there no sign of immediate relief from all
these! There has been no examination for last session and the current academic session has been
delayed by almost a year. All together have contributed to the downfall of the institutions of
higher education and consequently the entire process of human resource development has suffered.
The economy has plunged to new depth and the nation is facing a rather bleak future.



Under such circumstances we, instead of surrendering to our fates, should join our hands
together to take part in this humanity’s war against the pendemic. In a war there are frontline
warriors and our medical fraternity has been taking this role along with immense fortitude. Our
role as a common citizen should be to help them whichever way we can, so that they don’t lose
heart and get defeated by the enemy. Because if the frontliners are defeated, we will be decimated
in no time. We should show immense respect to them and make our individual contributions,
albeit insignificant, towards this cause. Unfortunately this has not been happening! Most of us,
both so called educated and illiterate, have shown tremendous negligence towards adherence to
the norms set by the government to deal with this dreaded virus. We don’t want to wear masks
properly, we don’t care about physical/ social distancing and we take it as our pride to violate
the imposed carfew at every opportunity. This harmful attitude needs immediate change or, we
are definitely going deep down the gorge, never to get up again.

Having said that, I do believe that good days are at the threshold and it is just a matter
of time that we will see our kids coming back to their classrooms with joy and exuberance that
they ever possess. In the mean time the key would be to remain elusive from the dreaded virus
by strictly adhering to all the COVID protocols. We need to participate in the mass vaccination
drive by taking the vaccine, and at the same time pursuade our family members and neighbours
to do the same. Another important aspect we always tend to ignore is our mental and physical
welbeing. A sound immune system, combined with a strong willpower to win are essential to
deal with this ordeal. A balanced food habit, sound sleep at night and a regular practice of Yoga
and meditation can do wonders in the event of catching this virus. These days most of the
students are heard complaining that they are unable to concentrate in their studies any more as
their examinations are getting postponed/ cancelled. My dear students, let me tell you a thing
or two in this context. Studying just for the sake of clearing the examination is equivalent to
doing cultivation only to ensure a grant feast at the Harvesting Festival (Maagh Bihu). We all
do cultivation in our fields so that we can reap enough foodgrain to cater for our needs for the
entire year. If we just cultivate for the grand feast only, we will not be left with any foodgrain
for later use and will not survive the rest of the year. Similarly if we study only for the
examination, it will not help us at any later stages of our lives. We will be in possession of one
or two ccertificates with good grades, but will not be worthy for any job or employment. So
please don’t worry about your examinations. Like festivals, examinations will come and go, but
our study will help us survive the rest of our lives. So please don’t neglect your studies. Studies,
apart from everything, help us forget our distresses. It’s like addiction, in good sense though.
If we can inculcate the habit, it will always remain with us and will guide us through all
situations.

With these few lines of thought I thank my predecessors once again for blessing us with
the opportunity to serve this beautiful institution and would like to wind up with a solemn
pledge to do everything possible for a better future of this knowledge hub.

Dr. Rajib Bordoloi
Principal
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Oompha - the Religious Ceremony
of the Tai Ahoms

Uttam Duorah
Retd. Head, Dept. of English
Women's College, Tinsukia

A band of doughty Tais under the
leadership of Prince Sukapha set foot on a
venturous journey from the Kingdom of Maulung
- now in the border of southern China and
northern Myanmar - and entered what is now
Assam in 1228 AD. Their dauntless spirit
endured not only in the adventurous expedition
but till the establishment of a kingdom and its
capital at Che-rai-doi (Charaideo). It also
developed a wiry resilience that was to stand
them in good stead in the years to follow. George
Coede's wrote in his The Making of South East
Asia (Routledge, London, 1966) -

Throughout the whole of their history the
Tais have always had a remarkable capacity
for assimilation, wherever they settled, they
have always been able to acquire the
cultural traits necessary for the process of
raising themselves to the level of the most
enlightened section of the society of their
adoption.

These hardy soldiers turned farmers who
came with Prince Sukapha sowed the seeds of
what is now known as the Assamese nation.
Obviously, there is hardly anything specific to be
called "Tai Ahom Culture" but for a few
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surviving religious ceremonies and rituals
confined largely to the priestly clans viz.
Deodhai, Bailung and Mawhawns.

In a multi-ethnic and multicultural India the
revivalist Hinduism, of late, has been creating a
trauma among the non-Aryan ethnic tribes -,
willy nilly. To overcome it, these people, too,
have started looking for ways to "belong", "re-
root" and "re-locate" - although it is problematic
after adopting and adapting the new culture (read
Hinduism) in a compatible way and sustain with
This
re-rooting" and "re-locating" has

constant negotiations. attempt at

"belonging", "
given rise to, among other things, assertion of
non-Aryan/tribal identity among most of such
ethnic groups. Consequently, many festivals,
ancient practices, rites and rituals, dresses etc.
have been either revived or newly created. It is
true of the Tai Ahoms also. However, Oompha
is an exception.

While the genesis of this universe narrated
in the holy book of the Tais - Lit Lai Peya kaa
kaa almost resembles the modern theories, the
Tai Ahom religious faith is a blend animism,
ancester worship and Taoism, and there is no
practice of Image or Idol worship except for the



WIMCOL CHRONICLE e Vol. II, Issue : I

Chum-pha-rang-seng-mung or the "Somdeo"
which, according to many scholars, is nothing but
a "Royal Seal". One should do well to remember
that there is no shrine or temple for any god or
deity of the Tai Ahom religious faith.

e o o

"Oompha" is a religious ceremony of the
Tai Ahoms about which there are different
accounts in various books and an attempt has
been made below to present a more or less
generalised and homogenised account on the
basis of available books. It should be made clear
that the present author has not done a field study
except consulting a few persons.

"Oompha" is the most important as well as
the elaborate religious ceremony of the Tai
Ahoms that has been retained almost in its
original form by the priestly class. One may say
that "Oompha" along with "Me-daam-me-phi"
and "Rik-khwan-mung-khon" together form the
basic tenets of the religious belief and philosophy
of the Tai-Ahoms. "Oom" means offerings or
oblation and "pha" means god. Oompha implies
oblation or offerings made to the gods of Heaven
— the chief among whom is Lengdon. This is a
religious ceremony arranged in a grand manner
for the welfare of the kingdom or the country and
all the people and it takes together all the sources
of energy of the Tai Ahom religious beliefs.
During the Ahom rule, Oompha was performed
officially by the Crown with the purpose of
increasing production in the kingdom,
maintaining ethnic and communal harmony and
seeking subjugation of the enemiess of the
Kingdom-employing the three main classes of
Saam-maw-mung (the wise men) and especially
the experienced ones (Maw-lungs). Even now,
Oompha is performed for the same purpose.
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Chaulung Sukapha, the founder of the
Ahom Kingdom and the "Father of the Assamese
nation" established his capital at Charaideo in
1253 and performed Oompha for the first time
and since then it has been performed over these
centuries though intermittently. Sukapha
constructed a Deoghar (a temple for worship)
and a Deoxaal (a shrine with an altar yard
dedicated/consecrated to a partcular deity or a
special religious ceremony). Names of four
Deoxaals are found in the Ahom chronicles
known as Buranjis. Later on, King Pramatta
Singha (Sunenpha - 1744-1751) ordered the
reparing of the temple at Charaideo and Hukum
Deoxaal, Molai Deoxaal, Baantung Deoxaal and
Kanai Deoxaal. Besides these, three more
Deoxaals are mentioned by some writers, viz. (1)
Haw-phi-phaa-nuo-ru (2) Roun-sum and (3)
Roun-khun-seng of which the last is not
Deoxaal. Six more Deoxaals were set up in the
Mawhawn, Deodhai and Bailung dominated
areas of Bokota and Khaaloighugura mouza, viz
(1) Boiraagi Xaal, (2) Bokota Majgaon Xaal, (3)
Bailunggam Xaal, (4) Hati Baruar Xaal, (5)
Rongagora Xaal and (6) Banhguri Xaal of
Borsohoki Gaon. Earlier, Oompha ceremony was
held in these every three or five years and now
it is believed that of all these Xaals only the
Rongagora Xaal of Aamlakhi, Lakuwa is still
"potent" or "alive". This Xaal was shifted from
Charaideo to its present site during the days of
King Lakshmi Singha (Sunyeopha) after the
Moamoriya Rebellion The Royal Minister
Purnananda Buragohain established this Xaal
during the reign of King Gaurinath Singha
(Suhitpaangpha - 1780-1795) with royal decree
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and it has been noted by Dr. Padmeswar Gogoi,
the noted scholar that Oompha was held there.

The Deodhai, Mawhungs and Bailungs
wrote two books containing the rules and
methods of performing the rites and rituals
known as (1) Charaideo Borbidhi and (2)
Charaideo Puja Bidhi. Two more books with
similar contents have been preserved in the
Department of Historical and Aatiquarian Studies
of the Govt. of Assam. The Ahom Kings
appointed various officials besides the Deodhais,
Mawhawns and Bailungs for the purpose of
smooth performance of the religious ceremonies
under the supervision of Chiring Phukan, There
was a Khel (a social unit or guild) called
Bolimora Khel specially for the smooth
performance of sacrificial rituals.

It is worth mention that as per Tai Ahom
concepts, the main function of the rites and rituals
are performed in the Bordeo Xaal; the gods/
deities of the local ethnic groups/tribes (the sons
of the soil) are worshipped in the Hindu Xaal;
and the gods or deties who are sentinels at the
borders of the Earth are worshipped in Haabi
Xaal. Sabananda Rajkumar has mentioned in this
book 26217 @itesr 2 7= that Chaolung Sukapha
paved the way for unity, amity and friendship
among the the various ethnic groups by giving
place to "Kesaai Khaati Goxami" of the
Kacharis, the Chutias and the Deoris, the River
God of the Aankaa, the land God of the roadside
and the forest God in the Hindu Xaal and Haabi
Xaal near the main Bordeo Xaal. The four priests
of the "Kesaaikhati Goxani" - viz. Bordeori,
Xoru Deori, Borbhorali and Xorubhoral's were
given standing ovation by the king himself when
they came to the Royal Court.
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There are two different systems of religious
functions perfomed by the Tai Ahoms (1) Baan
phi (in which sacrifice are made) and (2) Phara/
Phura-lung (in which fruits etc are offered). The
Baan phi was usually organised under royal
patronage and the objects/materials required for
this are - a Phun Maaihaang (Xarai or Platter
with a stand), Khaai Kaai (hen eggs), Khaaipit
(duck egg), Kaai seng (cock), Khaao Saan (a
type of rice called "Aaroi Saaul), Myanga
(mustard oil), Klu (salt), Khring (ginger),
Maakmu (betel nut), Bou-plu (betel leaf), Luktaao
(homebrewed beer), Thula (a round shaped
container made of plantain sheaf), Taang Kaak
(a structure of plantain slits), Kup tong (the front
part of a platain/banana leaf), Kuyno (unripe
banana), Kuyn pok (ripe banana), Kuny sup
(sugarcane), Tun-kuyn-Pek (Plaintain bark), Tun-
Kuyn-duin laam (ridges of banana leaves), Naam-
su (unboiled milk), Naam-ok (ghee), Khaao
Khem (boiled triangular shaped rice), Khaao-du-
tek (puffed rice), Laru Karu (sweet balls of rice
powder); Har-rin-rin-ham-sasa (incense sticks
and haze in cense); Kok-phaai (earthen lamp),
Blok-mi-ta (holy basil flower), Blok-sing-pha
(singkora flower), Budeng (a pot made of red
soil), Maw-naam (a water container made metal);
Khaam-ngun-tongdin (gold, silver & copper);
Maai-sa (bamboo) and Li(wick). According to
another Buranji requirements for Oompha are
300 Kaai (cocks), Moo (4 nos. of pigs/sows), Hu
(a heifer); Khaai (one buffalo), Pe-nga (20 goats),
Nook-pit (duck five pairs), Nook-pit (small size
ducks seven pairs), Nook-kaake (pigem three
pairs), Kuyn & Kuyn pok (unripe and ripe
bananas), Khaao-peng (unfried rice powder),
Naam su (unboiled milk), Naam oy (sugar-
molasses); Blok-sing-pha (singkora flower);
Blok-mi-ta (holy basil flower), Blok jong (lakhimi
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flower), Blok-nya-naag (Tongloti) Maw-naam (a
water container made of metal) and Li (wick).
In the Oompha religious ceremony - which
is a day-long one, first religious chantings are
performed in TaiAhom language to invoke the
gods/deities in the BordeoXaal. Simultaneouly,
the priests in the Hindu Xaal and in the
Haabixaal also pray appealing to the gods or
deities to accept the offerings and rituals. During
the ceremony cocks, pigs etc. are sacrificed. With
the rhythmic sounds of the Kongs (drums) in
every Xaal, the Deories keep on dancing and
become “possessed” and they drink blood of the
sacrificed animals and birds, put the lighted
earthen lamps into mouths, eat it is during this
time that the “possessed” Deoris give answers to
questions asked by the gathering crowd or
individuals about their future as well as about the
society, kingdom and the country - as a whole.
Then holy water is sprinkled on the animals kept
ready to be sacrificed in the major ritual and this
sprinkling act is known as Naamjaari zaaraai.
The gods or deities to be worshipped are posited
in a particular way - they are worshipped or
oblations are made to them one by one from the
left side during the Oompha ceremony.
Khaaokhaam : The god Khaaokhaam is
prayed as the presiding deity of water and sea -
as water is the life of all living things - non-
moving; moving on earth, flying and aquatic.
Agricultural activities are impossible without
water. Water can also destroy in the form of
deluge or tsunami etc. The rituals for
Khaaokhaam are performed on the ground and
performed first in the left side of the whole
arrangement of positing the deities. For this a
Motghar (a small house with two roofs and a
ridge) built and three pairs of front side of a
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plantain/banana are laid with an earthen lamp, a
container made of plantain sheaf, a container for
luklaao, three hands of ripe bananas, three
containers full of liklaao, salt, aaroi rice, ginger,
betelnut and leaf etc. Besides, two duck eggs are
a must. The chanting is ...

“Chao nuru chao kau oi (thrice)

pu khao khaam soi kum

boi mou chao kau oi (etc).

Ailengdin : On the right side of Khao
khaam is posited Ailengdin in the same line.
Ailengdin is the presiding deity of the earth/soil
(corresponding to “Basumoti” of Hindu belief).
As above in case of Khaoo khaam a “Motghar”
is built and on three pairs of frontside of the
plantain/banana leaves are kept the leaves of
Singkora flower (one on each), three betel nuts
and leaves cut in a particular size, three pairs of
betelnut and leaves on a platter with a stand, three
containers with lukhaao, a handful of rice, an
earthen lamp,nine hen-eggs peeled unripe
bananas, ripe bananas, sugarcane, nine cocks, a
sow with a spotted belly etc. for oblation. Then
Ailengdin is involved -

“Chao nuru chao kaa oi (thrice)

Ailendin phu khru bao leng din pha-nyen

Ti sit saan rik sing boi sing

boi mou chao kao oi

Jaan saai-Hung : The third place is given
to Jaan saai-Hung - the Preceptor of the gods.
The preceptor is prayed to keep the gods under
control or reined. For him, a platform is raised
on four poles and the Motghar is set up on that.
Two Maaihaangs are placed inside the Motghar
and on two front part of banana leaves are laid
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with a Taang Kaak on it with three angles. Other
offerings are made along with two hen-eggs and
a sow yet to give birth to piglets. The chanting
is -

“Chao nuru chao kau oi (thrice)

Chao pha Jaan sai Hung

Ngi Khaai pha laan saan khaai mou
Ris laang song kin tai laak naag song kin khaam”

Lengdon : Lengdon is the king of Gods.
Although posited fourth from the leftside, he is
worshipped and prayed first and sacrifices are
made. Lengdon is supposed to be the source of
political power and the cause behind political rise
and fall, large scale production, dispelling of
epidemies etc. A holung hofi platform is
constructed for the worship of Legendon. At
present a concrete holung hofi is there in the
Deoxaal of Aamlakhi, Lakuwa. A ladder is
connected to the holung hofi. Elephant is the
vehicle or mounting animal of Lengdon, hence a
symbolic elephant is made of the stem of plantain
tree. On a Maaihaang nearby, the ornaments of
the Bordeori are kept and the ornaments such as
beads, rings, bracelets, earpendant and even the
crown a tiara are all made of sheaves of plantain
tree. Three sets of dress/apparels are also offered.
Besides the usual items of offering as mentioned
earlier, a white sow (yet to give birth to piglets)
and a heifer without any physical defect are kept
tied for offering. The Mawlungs invite the
Bordeori to take his seat. Meanwhile, the spirit
of Lengdon is invoked and the Bordeori has been
attributed with the godliness. The chief Mawlung
makes him wear the ornaments and chanting
mantras gives him an authoratative command
and the Bordeori becomes possessed with
supernatural or superhuman power. He kills the
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heifer with a branch of a guava tree and slits open
the lower side of the heifer’s neck and the blood
that oozes out is collected in a pipe and heated
in the fire so that the blood congeals. Then it is
cut into pieces and offered in every leaf piercing
every single piece with a skewer. The upper
portion/stifle (thigh) of the hind leg is roasted a
little-after smearing oil, salt and ginger and
offered in the Maaihaang. The white cock/hen,
white pig are offered inside baskets woven with
bamboo. The Bordeori sits in the mat infront of
the paang offered to Lengdon as answer to
questions related to the future of the people and
country/kingdom asked by the Mawlungs about
their well-being, good or bad things likely to
happen. Personal questions asked by individuals
are also entertained and necessary advices are
given. In the past, the kings themselves used to
come to the place of Oompha and the Mawlungs
asked about the well-being of the people and the
kingdom infront of the king. The mantras
chanted before Lengdon goes like -

“Aan naag chao kaao oi (thrice)

Chao phaa phet Khaam khaam bong Khaam

khaam

In the same manner, offerings/oblations are
made to Sit-laam saam, Motkum Taikum,
Kaadingpha, Chao-phi-daam, Raakhim baakhin.
Every deity is worshipped thrice. First, the names
of offerings are uttered while eulogizing and it
is called Aautaang. For the second and third time
it is called kiptaang in stead of Aautaang : After
Kiptaang, Jonming (blessing) is given.

The worship and offerings in the Hindu
Xaal are meant for local gods/goddess BorBaauli,
Khetor, Aai-naw-bhoni,

Xoru Baauli,
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Xaatghoria, Paansghoria, Daa-Daangoria,
Jolkonwar (River god), Apeshwari etc.

In the Haabi Deoxaal, as stated above,
gods/deities who are sentinels at the border of the
Earth are worshipped and these are Laangkuri,
Naang-Si-Saao (Kolimoti), Paw-phi-su-bor-se-
maan, Likhaa Saamaan, Gaatiyaal, Saam-paalik-
hu-maalik, khetor, Jokh, Bhoot, Baagh Baaghini,
Gorokhiya, Jawksha, Jol baank etc.

Oompha was performed, we may surmise,
by most of the Ahom Kings but details are not
available. Records are found about performance
of Oompha during the reigns of Kings Sudangpha
(1397-1407), Suhungmung (1497-1539),
Suklenmung (1539-1552(, Susenpha (1603-
1641), Sutamla (1648-1663), Supangmung
(1663-1671), Sujinpha (1675-1677), Supaatphaa

(1681-1696), Sunenphaa (1744-1751),
Sunyeophaa (1769-1780) and Suhitpongphaa
(1786-1795) in various Buranjis.

In the modern times, Oompha was held in
1974 in front of the Rongghar at Sibasagar under
the aegies of "All Assam Ahom Sanmilan",
"Sadou Asom Buranji Sanskriti Sangha",
"Mawhawn-Deodhai-Bailung Sanmilan",
"Patsaku Kendriya Tai Bidyalay", "All Assam
Phra-lung Sangha". Then in 1980, "Mawhawn-
Deodhai-Bailung Sanmilan" and "All Assam
Phuralung Sangha" organised Oompha in the
Rongagora Deoxaal, Amlakhi, Lakuwa. "The Tai
Sahitya Sabha" took initiative to hold Oompha
in 1992 in the same place which was followed
by another performance in 2004 in Amlakhi
Deoxaal after a gap of twelve years.
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Food Habit of Tai-Khamyang :
A Glimpse

Gagan Talukdar
Assistant Professor, Department of English

The North-East region of India is a hub of
multi-ethnic groups including various tribes and
each ethnic group differs from each other in terms
of their language, culture, tradition and way of
living. The tribal world of Assam is varied and
multi-coloured. Each tribal group is unique in its
own way. Rooted to the soil of the nation, these
indigenous people display a wide range of
cultural traditions that may help one to identify
one particular tribal group without much
difficulty (The term ‘culture’ is an umbrella term
which covers all the things associated to human
society). Culture encapsulates various things
associated to a particular society or community.
It reflects the behaviour, manners, rituals,
customs, beliefs, food habits and other such
aspects of a particular community. Food is a
biologically conditioned matter. It is related to the
idea of sustenance. No living being imagines to
remain alive without food. It is an inseparable
element in the life-process of living being. Food
habit of human being is dependent on
geographical location, climate, environment and
ecological surroundings. Therefore, people
around the world have different food habits
depending on the availability of the resources.
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Food habit of human being is closely connected
to its geographical location and environmental
situation. Community living in the society keeps
practicing the particular food items and cuisines
from generations after generations which in turn
becomes known as tradition and a part of their
culture.

Tai-Khamyang is one of the important
tribal groups found in North-East India. Though
small in size, this particular community stands
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out as an important tribal community through its
variegated ethno-morphic designs, cultural
flavours, religious efficacies and many more
things. Tai-Khamyang, a tribe, which traces its
origin in Myanmar, is rich in its culture and
tradition. Tai-Khamyang people of Assam
possess a unique identity for their own food habit.
This community uses herbs and spices found
easily in their surroundings. These herbs and
spices contain medicinal qualities. An attempt has
been made to introduce a few delicacies of this
community and look into the inherent cultural
intricacies of the people.
1. Khau-Lam: One of the significant food
items of Tai-Khamyang people is Khau-
Lam (Bamboo Rice). Sticky rice is the
main ingredient to prepare Khau-Lam.
Washed sticky rice is put into a bamboo
tube and warm water is added so that the
rice can absorb the water easily. The
bamboo tube is sealed with a cork made
out of banana leaf. Then the sealed
bamboo tubes are left for about three
hours to absorb water properly. The
bamboo tubes are burnt thoroughly from
bottom to the top until the colour changes
to ash black. A special technique is used
to cut the burnt bamboo tube. The outer
layer of the burnt bamboo tube is sliced
off while leaving the inner white layer
intact to the steamed rice. The bamboo
tubes of steamed rice can be preserved for
several days. It needs no refrigeration
process. Besides no artificial ingredients
are needed to prepare this dish.
2. Tong-Tap (cake): It is a traditional Tai-
Khamyang cake. The main ingredient of
this delicacy is rice-flour. Grinded
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coconut, molasses, cashew-nut are added
to enhance the taste of the cake. Banana
leaf or ‘Kou-paat’ is used to wrap the
cake. All the ingredients are kneaded with
the help of water to turn it into a paste.
The banana leaf or Kou-paat is warmed
in fire to maintain hygiene and then it is
rubbed off with a clean cloth. The
kneaded paste, in a ball-shaped manner,
is then put into a cone made out of
banana leaf or Kou-paat. The filled in
cones are put into a steamer pot which is
kept on a boiled water pot. Both the pots
are sealed with a cotton rope to maintain
the heat. It takes approximately half-an-
hour to 45 minutes for steaming. Then the
triangular shaped cake is ready to be
served.

. No-Mou Tom (Boiled Pork): The main

ingredients to prepare No-Mou Tom are
water, pork meat, salt and ‘Pohoi Hom’—
a traditional herb. The preparation of No-
Mou Tom is very simple. First water is
boiled and then washed pork meat is put
into the boiling water. Salt is added
according to the taste. ‘Pohoi-hom’ is
added to enhance the flavour. Ginger-
garlic paste can also be used to prepare
No-Mou Tom.

. Khau-Ho (Steamed Rice): Like many

other tribes, Tai-Khamyang people also
prepare Khau-Ho or ‘Topola Bhat’. The
recipe of this particular dish is very
simple. The main ingredients needed for
the preparation are rice, banana leaf or
‘Kou-paat’. Rice is soaked in water for
half-an-hour. The soaked rice is then put
into a vessel.Filled in rice vessel is then
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kept on a boiled water vessel. Both the
vessels are sealed with a cotton rope to
maintain the heat. Cooked rice is then
kept on tray covered with either banana
leaf or Kou-paat. Cooked rice is stirred
with a bamboo stick or ‘Tao-Mai’ to
release the heat. With the help of banana
leaf or Kou-paat, the cooked rice is
wrapped in a ball-shaped manner. It is
then ready to be served.

. Phak-Tam (Chutney): The ingredients

used are green chillies, salt, onion, and
Ling—a traditional herb. Green chillies
are grilled with the help of a ‘Ping-Mai’
or a bamboo stick. Then grilled chillies
are put into a ‘khop’—a traditional
grinding instrument. They are grinded
with salt. Simultaneously sliced onions
and Ling leaves are also added to make
it a paste and the Phak-Tam is ready.

. Phak-Tom (Boiled vegetable curry): This

is one of the important dishes prepared by
the Tai-Khamyang community. It is rich
in vitamin and other minerals necessary

for our health. The ingredients used in the
preparation of Phak-Tom are Banana
flower, Arum, ‘Pohoi-hom’—a traditional
herb, salt, ginger and garlic paste and
onion slices. The cooking process is very
simple. Ginger-garlic paste and salt are
added into the boiling water along with
the onion slices. Once it comes into a
boil, Arum pieces are added into it. Then
sliced banana flower is added into the
mixture. It takes approximately 30
minutes to prepare the dish.

These are some of the significant delicacies
prepared by Tai-Khamyang community. From the
above description, it becomes clear that Tai-
Khamyang people are still closely related to the
Nature which is apparent in their food-habit.
Moreover, they are also using traditional
knowledge in maintaining good health through
the nutrition. Living in a modern world, this
particular community is retaining its traditional
belief system by means of their food habit and
life-style. 1

Reference
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The Konyak Nagas of North East India :
A Brief Note

Suprity Shyam
Assistant Professor, Deptt. of Economics

The North Eastern Region of India (NER)

is the hub of different ethnic groups having their
own rich culture, social structure, political and
religious features. Since time immemorial the
region has been serving as the fusion point of
demography and cultures to give birth to today’s
rich medley of North East Indian culture. The
various Naga groups, ethnically belong to the
mongoloid and linguistically to Tibeto- Berman
family, migrated to North Eastern region of India
in different streams. Naga is the generic name
given by the outsiders to the groups of scheduled
tribe communities living in Nagaland, Manipur,
Mizoram, Meghalaya, Assam, and Arunachal
Pradesh. There are several Naga groups and sub-
groups living in the different part of the North
Eastern Region of India viz., Ao, Angami, Lotha,
Konyak, Phom, Chang, Rengma, Chaskhesang,
Khemungan, Sema, Tangkhul, Tangsa, Sangtam,
Yimchunger, Zeliang, etc.

The Konyak is the major Naga Tribe living
in North East India and Myanmar having
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approximately 320,000 populations.. In old
Sanskrit text they were described as “Kirata
Hillman” living on nature’s gift. .The word
‘Konyak’ is derived from the word ‘Keniak’,
which means man, folk or people. At present the
Konyak Nagas are concentrated in the Mon
district of Nagaland, Sivasagar district of Assam
as well as Tirap, Longding and Changlang district
of Arunachal Pradesh of North East India.
Historical evidences say that in 12* century a
gradual contact of the mighty Ahoms of Assam
was established with the Konyak Nagas and
consequently a portion of the Konyaks have
migrated from the land of Ang i.e., the Mon
district of Nagaland to adjacent Sivasagar of
Assam. In Assam presently there are mainly three
villages in the Sivasagar district where there are
heavy concentration of Konyak Nagas viz,
Nagagaon, Monaiting and Namthai. The socio-
economic features of Konyak Nagas of North
East India can be discussed by taking the
following aspects into consideration.
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1. Village and Dwellings

The Konyak villages are self sufficient and
self contained with cultivable land, water
resources and other innumerable resources. In
their societal ladder two distinct classes of people
are observed viz., the aristocratic class and the
commoners. The aristocratic class which is at the
top is known as the “Ang” or “Wang” and the
common class is called the “Pen”. However, apart
from this there are another four divisions among

R
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them to regulate social customs efficiently. These
are known as Tiyang, Lukyang, Wangchu, Tiphoi
etc.

2. Language

The Konyak Nagas speak Konyak dialect
which falls under Tibeto-Burman family. For
writing purpose they are using Roman scripts. But
in due course of time the Naga words and
Assamese words have intermingled which gives
rise to a lingua franca popularly known as the
Nagamese. To communicate with the outsiders the
Konyak Nagas use Nagamese. However now a
days due to their exposure to the modern world
and spread of education most of them can speak
Assamese, English and Hindi fluently.

3. Food habit and livelihood

The Konyak Nagas are solely dependent
on agriculture and which is their main source of
livelihood. Besides the main crop paddy they also
cultivate arum, different kinds of vegetables,
mustard and some subsidiary crops .Originally
they were shifting cultivators but Konyak Naga
counterpart who is living in Assam have adopted
permanent wet paddy cultivation or ‘Pani Kheti’
now. Rice is the staple food of the Konyak Naga
tribe. They take two meals a day which consist of
rice and vegetables. They also prefer to take meat,
fish, egg, milk, tea and modern beverages. Both
the males and females prepare and prefer to drink
homemade traditional rice bear known as ‘Yu’.

4. Religious Practices

The Konyak Nagas are the follower of
Christianity. In their religious sphere a mixed
combination of animisms and Christianity is
found. In the past they were known as head hunter
tribe. The Konyaks were often used to involve in
killing their enemies and decapitation of their
heads. The hunted heads were taken as trophy of
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vigor and victory and usually hung in their activities of the year. Another most prominent
communal house known as ‘baan’ or ‘morong’  harvest festival ‘Lao Ong Mo’ is celebrated in the

ghor. month of August / September.
The Konyak Nagas of Naga Gaon of 6. Art and Craft
Sivasagar district were brought to the present The Konyak Naga tribe is very much

site by the Satradhikars of Moamoria. They efficient in making different tattoos, making
have adopted the Moamoria sect of wooden sculptures, preparing exquisite bamboo
Vaishnavism after migrating to Assam. Though and cane products, wood carving, doing brass
the Konyak Nagas of Assam adopted the new  work & making beaded jewellries, iron-smelting,
religious belief and assimilated with the gunpowder and matches making.

Assamese society but they have not abandoned 7. Marriage System

their traditional beliefs also. The Konyak Nagas favour monogamy but
polygamy is allowed if a man’s

wife cannot bear a child.
Endogamy within the tribe and
village is mostly preferred. Pre
pubertal marriage is not

encouraged. In present times
intercaste marriage of the
¥] Konyak Nagas with the Ahoms,
' Muslims, Boro Kacharis, Garos
and Tea tribes are also found.
The system of bride price is
prevalent but in most cases it is
symbolic. Married Konyak
Naga women don’t bear any
symbol of marriage but after
_ converting to Hinduism their
counterparts who are living in

Naga Gaon of Sivasagar district
S. Festivals of Assam use ‘Xendur’ in the parting of their hair
The different communities of the world 44 4 symbol of marriage.

celebrate different festivals revolving around 8. Type of Family and Position of

different aspects of their culture, tradition, season onen

and religion. The Konyak Naga tribe celebrates Nuclear type of family is predominant

their spring festival viz., Aoleng in the first week among the Konyak Nagas. Most of the families

of April. In this festival they beg blessings of .. 1.odium size and very large families are

Kahwang (God) before starting agricultural extremely rare. So far as the status of women is
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concerned the Konyak Naga woman usually
enjoys same position alongwith the male
counterpart. But wives have to take major
responsibilities because most of the household
activities are looked after by them.

Conclusion: In the modern era of liberalization,
privatization and globalization despite of facing
different challenges relating to socio economic
factors specially the identity crisis, the Konyak
Nagas are still capable of retaining their cultural
distinctiveness by keeping balance between
traditional life style and modern way of life.
However since time immemorial they have been
trying to contribute towards enhancement of their
culture, language and history. A sincere and
intensive initiative is required now for
preservation of language, culture and tradition of
the tribe. Cultural exchange and assimilation of
the Konyak Nagas with the outward world will
enhance the egalitarian bonding of humanity as
well as it will keep integrity and harmony enliven
in society. [
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Longleng and Phom Tribe of Nagaland :
An Introduction

Dr. Tanusree Sarker
HOD & Associate Professor, Dept. of Political Science

Year: 1992, Month: July.....Still remember
the day....I started for Longleng, an unknown
place for me from Amguri by Nagaland State
Transport Bus along with a group of people to
appear an interview....my first interview away
from my home town /home state. Around 4.30
p-m. we completed half of our journey and got
down from the bus......Jlooking for signboard to
know the name of the place..... Changtongiya, a
small hilly town. It’s natural beauty attracted me.
We reached our destination at about 6.30 P.M.
Already dark and I was feeling cold, little afraid
too but I saw a number of people were waiting
for us and a girl about my age came close to me
and introduced herself as my host.....My first
night with a Naga family.....I was overwhelmed
with the hospitality and love for me......I got the
job , my first job in a newly established
College....slowly I came to know about the place,
the community and started to love the place and
the people of that place....very simple and down
to earth people.......

Longleng, is one of the eleventh districts of
Nagaland. Initially, Longleng was under Tuensang
district and in January, 2004 it was bifurcated from
Tuensang and became a separate district of
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Nagaland. It is the eighth least populous district

of India. As per 2011 census report, the population
of Longleng district is 50,593 only. The inhabitants
of Longleng are known as Phom Tribe.Phom is
also the language, Sino-Tibettan language spoken
by the phom people. The altitude of this hill district
is 1066 m above sea level. Its main river is Dikhu
and it is a strip of mountainous territory having no
plains. It has a total area of 885 sq km. Longleng



WIMCOL CHRONICLE e Vol. II, Issue : I

shares its boundary with Mon district in East,
Mokokchung on west, Tuensang on south and on
North it has Nagaland’s interstate boundary with
Assam. Itis a cool area and minimum temperature
is below 10 degree during winter where as
maximum temperature is about 28 degree during
summer. It is a low density area and ranked 632
in all India ranking out of total 640 districts. As
per 2011 census report the literacy rate of
Longleng is 73.1%. There are total 38 recognised
villages and two towns Longleng and Tamlu. The
climate of Longleng is very pleasant and May to
October is rainy season where November to April
is dry season. The annual rainfall of this area is
between 2000 mm to 3000 mm. The people of this
district live on agriculture. Jhum cultivation is the
most common form of cultivation. Some of the
major agricultural products are rice, maize and
varieties of vegetables. Longleng District is rich
in natural vegetation. It enjoys the distinction of
being one of the few places in Nagaland where
virgin forests are still found. Sub-Tropical Mixed
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Forest characterized by broad-leafed evergreen
trees and deciduous trees. The main/dominating
species in the high altitude are such as Bonsum,
Gogra, Alder, Oak species. Also occurs wild
cherries and wild apples, wild lemon, wild banana,
wild walnut, wild fig, varieties of edible plants and
leaves, and cane and reed at selected places. At the
foothill, Gomari, Holloc, Koroi, Mesua,
TitaChapa, Neem, Wild Mango, Amla and
Bamboo species are the dominant species.
Varieties of shrubs, herbs (many with medicinal
values), climbers, ferns and grasses. Varieties of
bamboo are found in patches throughout the
District. There also occurs a rare species of
bamboo - finger size and cane - like in structure.
The verdant forest of the District is also home to
variety of fauna - a paradise for animals and birds
lovers and researchers. Dominant wild animals
includes Stag, Bear, Mithun, Sloth, Barking Deer,
Mountain Deer, Wild Hog, the rare Pangolin,
varieties of Monkeys, varieties of wild cats,
varieties of Porcupine, Flying Fox, Flying
Squirrel, Himalayan Giant Squirrel and other
different varieties of squirrels, Civet Cats, snakes,
Python, Otter etc. The rivulets and rivers teem with
different varieties of fishes and other water
creatures, of which trout is rare species. Dominant
birds includes Hornbill, varieties of pigeons
including royal pigeon, parrot, mountain peacock,
the rare and elusive Blythe’s Tragopan, varieties
of jungle fowls, and other varieties of smaller
birds(district profile, Nagaland). The women of
this area are laborious and they make their own
traditional clothes for both men and women. They
prepare boil meat with bamboo shoot and rice
bear, the main food and drink they offer in every
festival.
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Educational scenario of the district is not
encouraging. It has only one College of Arts
stream under Nagaland University. The college
was established by the Phom community under
the banner of APGO(AIll Phom Graduate
Organization) in 1992 and becomes the only
govt. college of the district in 2006. The district
has total 8 high schools, one higher secondary
school, 19 middle schools and 65 primary
schools.

The inhabitants of Longleng, i.e. Phom
tribe are a hard working and sportive tribe by
nature. The forefathers of the Phome tribe
practiced a ritual to which the early missionaries
have termed it as Animisms. Today the Phome
tribe is Christian and as such the Church plays
an important role in their social setup. They have
four major festivals as Monyu, Moha, Bongvum
and Paangmo. Monyu is the most important
traditional festival of the Phoms. It is a 12-day
festival, which marks the end of winter and onset
of summer (usually 1-6 April). The festival
involves community feasting, dancing, singing
and social work (such as repairs and construction
of bridges). During the festival, the men present
their married daughters or sisters with pure rice
beer and special food to show their affection and
respect. The villagers by beating a log drum in a
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distinct tune signalled the arrival of the festival.
The priest of the church can predict whether the
festival would bring blessings or curse.The Phom
people celebrate 6™ June in every year as Phom
Day. The phom tribe stopped head hunting and
became loyal to the govt. on this day in 1952.
The simplicity of the people welcome
everyone to visit the place but due to poor
communication system and lack of modern
system of information technology people from
other parts of Nagaland or Assam dare to visit the
place. The road condition is yet to be improved.
The people still believe in traditional way of
treatment. The place is lacking of proper medical
care unit. There is only one doctor for the whole
district and CHC/PHCs are not properly equipped
with scientifically developed modern medical
equipments. There is no industry in the whole
district though it has the potentiality to develop
handloom and handicraft industries. In the age of
science and technology, it is necessary to develop
each area of the country equally. The place can
be a good tourist place if roads and
communication system can be developed and
both state and central govt. can take initiatives
for the all round development of the place and
the people with utmost care and sincerity. [



WIMCOL CHRONICLE e Vol. II, Issue : 1

The Enchanting Galos
and their festivals

Abhijita Sarma

Dept. of Travel and Tourism Management

The Galos are basically a central Eastern

Himalayan tribe,who are descendants of Abotani
and speak the Tani Galo language.The Galo
people primarily inhabit in the west siang,LLapa
Rada,and lower siang district of modern
Arunachal pradesh state in North eastern
India.The galo population is estimated at 1.3
lakh(201 1census),which makes them one of the
largest tribes of Arunchal pradesh.The main
source of livelihood of galo community is
agriculture and women form the backbone of the
tribal agricultural community.Both men and
women go to identify the edible and non edible
foods and oils.Men go for hunting of fish and meat
and women help them in house hold chores.

Ry? o ] _
The Galo tribe of Arunachal Pradesh is
primarily an agrarian based community.

Consequently its most important festival, the
Mopin, falls during the sowing season. The Galos
pray to Mopin Ane, the Goddess of prosperity,
for a bounteous harvest and the banishment of evil
spirits. Unlike other Arunachali festivals which
originated as family affairs, Mopin has always
been a community festival. Though it is celebrated
in all major towns and villages across East and
west Siang districts, the biggest celebration takes
place at Aalo, head quarter of the West Siang
district.

Officially the date of the Mopin festival is
fixed on AprilS,but the commencement of the
preparation for celebration starts from 2nd April
and thus,after the main event it concludes on 7th-
8th April.The Mopin is believed to bring wealth

and prosperity to the whole community. The
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rituals associated with celebrating the Mopin
festival are believed to drive away evil spirits
and bring blessing, peace and prosperity for all
Mankind.

The main Goddess worshiped during the
festival is called Mopin Ane. She is an important
deity to the Galos and is believed to bring in
fertility and prosperity. Galo people dress up in
their finest white traditional attire with beaded
jewellery for the festival. And they wear beautiful
head gears. The Popir dance is also an important
tradition of the Mopin festival.Popir dance is done
for the recreation primarily after the completion
of important rituals of the Mopin festival. The way
popir dancers dress up is pretty amazing .It is
mainly performed by female members of the
clan.These dancers wear pure white blouse and
wrap skirt,that have red or maroon thread work
on them.Popir dance comprises of simple and
elegent moves which is just mesmerizing.A local
drink called Apung/Poka (an alcoholic beverage
popular in the state prepared by fermentation of
rice) is generally distributed among the
participants in a bamboo cup and a variety of
meals are served containing Aamin(rice)with

meat and bamboo shoot.
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Revelers applies Ette, arice flour, on fellow

revelers’ faces. Since rice is the staple food of the
Galo people this is considered a holy ritual which
symbolizes social unity, purity and love. . The
focal point of the Mopin celebration is the sacrifice
of the Mithun (also known as Gayal), a bovine
creature that is only found in North East India and
Burma. The sacrificed Mithun’s blood is taken
back to the homes and villages as a sign of
blessings from the Goddess.

Galo women rush to welcome you as you
enter the grounds, applying rice paste on your
cheeks and offering packets of steamed rice cakes
wrapped in a local leaf called Ekkam.
Accompanying the packets is a bottle of apong,
the delicious home - made rice beer of the Galos.
These are the things which make the Galos one
of the important tribes of North East Region.d
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Status of Women among the Tanis
of Arunachal Pradesh

Piyali Dasgupta
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology

Introduction
The State of Arunachal Pradesh is inhabited
by some 20(twenty) scheduled tribes each having

its own culture, customs and traditions. These
indigenous tribes can be broadly be divided into
two groups viz. Bodic and Non Bodic. Of the Non
—Bodic tribes viz. Adi, Apatani, Hill Miri, Nishing
and Tagin, who regard and worships Donyi- Polo
i.e. Sun and Moon as the Supreme Being , are
commonly called as Tani group of people. ‘Tani’
means human being, a term derived from the Abo
Tani- Father of the human being, and the legendary
ancestor of these tribes. There are various myths
and tales about the origin of Abo Tani current
among these tribes. The term Tani group was used
to refer to these tribes. The term Tani group was
used to refer to these tribes since early seventies
and they have gladly accepted the new
nomenclature.

In the census report of 2001, there is no
tribe-wise breakup of the population of Arunachal
Pradesh.

The worked out figure of the Tani group of
population as per 2001 census are as follows.

Adis 1,58059
Apatani 22526
Hill Miris 11017
Nishings 1,16258
Tagins 28860
Total 3,36720

(Data collected from Census Report of
India, 2001;Arunachal Pradesh)
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The total population of Arunachal Pradesh
according to 2001 census was 864558, of which
553051(Male: 275397, Female: 274754)) were
scheduled tribes, the percentage being 63.66. The
Tani group with 3, 36720 soul constitutes 61.18
percent of the total scheduled tribes. The sex ratio
of the scheduled tribes was 998 females per 1000
male (2001 census) and as such the number of
female of the Tanis may be around 50% of their
total population. The literacy rate of the scheduled
tribes was 34.54 %( Male: 21.95%, Female:
12.50%, 2001census). The percentage of the
female literacy is gradually improving.

The Tanis are the agriculturalist and practice
shifting cultivation on hill slopes. They prefer
exogamous type of marriages. They have
indigenous faith and belief and perform elaborate
rituals on different occasion with the help of the
local priest called Nyibu and sacrifice of animals
and birds.
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Status of Women

The women of Arunachal Pradesh are
simple, courteous, laborious, artistic and famous
for their hospitality. Their role in the different
fields of their traditional life style is immense.
They have enjoyed a greater freedom almost in
all the aspects of their day to day life. Their status
too in their respective societies is high and
honorable, but varied due to heterogeneous nature
of the culture and customs in practice.

Broadly speaking the women of the Tani
group of people are not much of an exception in
respect of their status when compared with that
of the other Arunachal women, as the traditional
Arunachalee society is patriarchal, patrilineal and
primogeniture is the fundamental rule of
inheritance. Women have no right over the
parental property except a few exceptions where
some amount of immovable property like land
may be shared among the daughters and wives
considering the situation and willingness of the
parents/husband. However, their status is
discussed under following sub head.

Status in terms of Socio- Cultural Life

In the socio- cultural life. Women are to
abide by the command of the male folk almost in
every aspect. Men are the supreme authority in
decision making both in respect of the family
authority in decision making both in respect of
the family affairs as well as in the society. In family
matters, however, the women’s views and
opinions are given due consideration. The women
folk have to do all household work like cooking
and serving of meals among the family members,
nursing of the children, cleaning and health care,
collection of firewood and water, husking of paddy
fields etc., brewing of rice beer commonly called
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as Apong and serving it to the family members as
well as to the guests. Apart from these, they are to
work in agricultural fields and to look after he
domesticated animals and birds. As such, there is
very little time for them to take rest during the
day. Yet, whatever the leisure time they get, they
usually engage themselves in weaving and other
art and craft work.

Status in terms of Political Life

In the political sphere, women’s role is very
significant. Generally women have no right to
become member of the village council. However,
they may grace the council meetings and give their
opinion and present their personal grievances. If
asked by the council to settle disputes. The village
or inter village council of various groups of the
Tanis are called by different names viz. the
Keybang (of the adis), Buliang, (of the Apatanis),
Nyale or Yallong (of the Nishings), Lopu (of the
hill Miris) and Kebang (of the Tagins). The council
is responsible for maintenance of law and order
of the society in general and the village in
particular.

Status in terms of Education and Health Care

Education and health care have developed
rapidly among the Tanis and thereby have greatly
influenced the traditional life- style. A good
number of educated women are working in the
Government departments in various capacities and
also running commercial enterprises, industrial
units etc. Among the successful candidates of IAS/
IFS in 1979, Smt M.Dai(Adi- Miniyong) came
out the 10™ in order of merit. But she did not join
the service, having engaged herself as a journalist.
Mrs. Indira Mallo, a nishing girl was selected for
IAS, in the 1998 batch. Some of the Tani women
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are also working in the State cadre of Arunachal
Pradesh Civil Services (APCS). The women’s
participation in the competitive examinations
conducted by the State Public Service
Commission is increasing.

Status in terms of Religious Life

In the religious sphere, women’s active
participation especially in the ritualistic
performance is restricted. Though there are a few
women priests among the Nishings, Yet their
services are restricted to some minor rituals and
ceremonies. Women’s participation in folk dances
performed in the festivals and other occasions is
free. The preparation of food stuff, local drink in
the rituals and offering of these to alter temporarily
created for performing the rituals can be done by
women.

Hence, it is apparent that the women of the
Tani group of people enjoy greater freedom in
socio-cultural and economic aspects tan in the
political and religious activities in general. But, a
gradual change and development of women’s
status in their respective societies due to influence
of various factors is observed.

Conclusion

During the last few decades specially since
1967- the year of the Panchayat Raj system was
introduced in the State and from1972- the year
the NEFA was renamed as Arunachal Pradesh with
the Union Territory Status and more specially from
1987- the year it became a fill-fledged State with
a 60 members Assembly, a lot of developments
have taken place in various spheres in different
parts of the State. Due to the emphasis is given on
the welfare of the womenfolk through I.C.D.S.
projects. Educational facilities and health care are
provide to the remote village of the State. The
educated females are also to project their
qualifications and talents in different fields like
administration, medical, engineering and teaching
etc. This has immensely helped to mobilize their
society to eradicate evil beliefs and practices. To
encourage inter tribe marriage, the Government
has extended financial gift to the marriage couple.
There is not much hindrances in their society for
actively participating in the economic matters a
political affairs. In course of time, the women of
Arunachal Pradesh in general and Tani women in
particular will get a far better status in their
respective societies. [
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A Report on IQAC Activities

Dr. Budul Chandra Das
Coordinator, IQAC

Being a premier institution of higher education for girls in Tinsukia District, Women’s
College, Tinsukia always tries to keep up its glory by maintaining its quality of academlc as well
as social environment. With due respect and honour to all the dedicated
founders, propagators and administrators along with the stakeholders, ‘
past and present, of this beautiful institution, it can be stated that the
college have been a pioneering institution since its inception. However,
with reference to the recent development of the college, special mention
to the time stretching from the early of the last assessment by NAAC f
in 2017, the college, in the dynamic leadership of the honourable principal
Dr. Rajib Bordolot sir, is trying to achieve every need of the institution to become an ideal academic

institution in the field of higher education. The Internal Quality Assurance

, Cell (IQAC) of the college formed for the first time in 23 Jan., 2004.

" After accreditation of the college with ‘B++’ in 2™ cycle with 2.87

CGPA, and missing ‘A’ grade due to shortage of just 0.14 CGPA, the

= college tries to gear up with new zeal to eradicate all the shortcomings

o ¥ pointed out by the NAAC peer team. Since then, in the chairmanship

. of the Principal, the IQAC (reconstituted) sets certain goals every year

and tries to achleve them. Some of the specific activities that the IQAC of the college have been
regularly performing are:

Al
vy

1.  Up-to-date record keeping in a systematic manner.

2. Submission of AQAR to NAAC at due course of time in each session.

3. Timely submission of Annual Report to the affiliated University in every year.
4.  Participation in National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) since 2017.

5.  Data submission to All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) in each year.

6.  Timely collection of Feedback of students, making analysis of them and sending report to
the authority for necessary action.

7.  Making survey among outgoing students in every session to see their satisfaction during
their study in the college in a 10 point scale (SSS).
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10.
I1.

with different stakeholders, committees and cells of the college. During
the Academic year 2020-2021, despite the COVID-19 pandemic situation,
the IQAC of the college succeeded in performing a significant number
of activities on account of the cooperation of each stakeholder of the
institution. A few notable activities that can be stated are :

1.

10.

11.

kD
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Circulation of NIRF data, Minutes of IQAC Meetings, SSS Report, Students Diary and
necessary evidences of the activities performed by the college in the college website.

Regular meetings of IQAC with different stakeholders.
Accomplishment of the resolutions taken in different meetings.
Initiative in organizing different awareness, lecture, students’ support programs etc.

The IQAC always put endeavors to keep consistent coordination

Timely submission of AQAR, 2019-2020 on 29.10.2020 and accepted by NAAC on
11.11.2020.

Farticipation in NIRF-2021 on 30.01.2021.

Online Annual Report-2020 is submitted to the affiliated University on 19.02.2021.
Report of AISHE-2019 is submitted successfully on 30.01.2020.

Arrangement of 16 (sixteen) IQAC Meetings with different stakeholders.

Initiative taken in participation of a good number of students in LEARNATHON 2020 (self-
learning courses) organized by ICT Academy, Chennai during July, 2020.

Almost all faculty members of the college have given the opportunity to attend 1CT
Academy organized Power seminars, Virtual Faculty Development Programmes (VFDP)
on free of cost during the session.

Initiative taken in successful completion of fully online Admission Process during July-
Aug., 2020.

Feedback collected from students during Aug.2020, and report submitted to the Authority
immediately for necessary action.

Feedback from different stakeholders other than students have been collected and analyzed
during Sep., 2020.

Mid-term feedback also collected from students to monitor if the students face any difficulty
in academic matters during January, 2021, and report submitted to the authority for necessary
action.

Initiative taken for up-gradation of online teaching-learning process using different ICT
tools during Lock Down period in 2020.
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Initiative taken for Academic Audit of the college & accordingly a preparation programme
was organized on 10.04.2021.

Coordinator, IQAC participated in ICT Academy CONVERGENCE 2020 held on 15.07.2020.
Covid-19 (RT-PCR) Test Camp organized in the college on 25.08.2020.

Participated in the Virtual OFF Campus Placement Drive for students in the initiative of
ICT Academy, Chennai during July, 2020. :

FENEING Coachig cape il

Organized 04 (five) numbers of Webinars in association with
different departments and cells of the college.

Organized 01 (one) student oriented Power Seminar on
26.12.2020 in association with ICT Academy, Chennai.

Organized 01 (one) seminar on “India’s freedom Struggle” on 12.03.2021 under the
celebration of ‘Azadi ka Amrut Mohotsav’.

Organized a 07 (seven) Days Virtual Workshop in association with Dept. of Education
during 24-30 Aug., 2020.

Initiative taken in Publication of an E-magazine “Wimcol Cronicle” (Vol.I), 2020.
Students’ Satisfaction Survey done during Aug.-Sep., 2020.

Virtual Induction Meetings have been organized separately for H.S. (07.08.2020), B. Com.
(17.08.2020), and B.A. (13.09.2020).

Teachers’ Performance Appraisal Report collected and analyzed during Aug.-Sep., 2020.

Coordinator, IQAC participated in a Web Seminar on AQAR
Preparation organized by NAAC on 23.12.2020.

Guidance to prepare road-map of IQAC activities has been
given to the members of proposed IQAC of Makum College,
Makum on 12.03.2021.

A Fencing Coaching Camp has been organized during 04-13 Jan., 2021.

A Quiz Competition organized on 20.01.2021 for selection of participants in Inter College
Quiz Competition.

Observance of ‘National Science Day’ at Kordoiguri Girls ME School on 28.02.2021.
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Awareness Programme on Voting Rights was organized on 03.03.2021.
A Health Check-up Camp has been organized on 06.04.2021.

Organized a Virtual Meeting to get Feedback from students
regarding Online Classes during 2™ phase of Covid-19 pandemic |
situation on 25.05.2021.

Coordinator, IQAC participated in a webinar on Revised
Accreditation Framework of NAAC on 29.05.2021.

Organized a “North-East Prize Money Virtual Quiz Competition” on 05.06.2021 in
association with Eco Club and NSS Unit of the College.

Initiative taken in observance of 7" International Yoga Day,
2021 in Virtual platform on 21.06.2021. b7

Initiative taken in Registration of Final Semester Students of the
College in National Career Registration Portal under the ‘ ‘
Directorate General of Employment, Ministry of Labour and Employment since 17.06.2021
(ongoing) etc.

Keeping in mind the present changing scenario of the educational environment, and to jell

with the marathon towards digitalization, the IQAC of the college has certain short-term plans also
to be executed in the near future:

+
+

To develop a Digital Repository of E-content at the college library.
To enhance ICT Facility for better teaching-learning process.

To train-up teachers as well as staff of the college for upliftment of Teaching-learning
process and administrative services respectively.

To organize academic programmes for enhancement of the knowledge domain of the students
etc.

Hope, in the future days too, all the stakeholders of the college will help and cooperate the

IQAC to succeed in performing its duty in a better way so that this pioneer institution of girls’
education can be made a centre of excellence in the near future in national arena. [d
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Commerce Department at a Glance

Dr. Nehal Chalani
Faculty, Dept. of Commerce

Women’s College, Tinsukia, one of the pioneering college in the entire North-East added
a new leaf to its grandeur on 16th July 2007 with the establishment of the BBA Department
under the leadership the Ex-Principal Dr. (Mrs.) Chandrakanta Sharma. Since then, there
has been no looking back and the college made a remarkable progress one after the other
with the establishment of Department of Commerce having both Degree course and Higher
Secondary. The Department of Commerce with B.Com was established on 01.08.2011 and
Higher Secondary in 2016. Starting with an enrollment of meager 8 students, the Department
of Commerce and Management, over the years has attained a solid state of full-fledged growth.
The department always looks forward for the growth and success of its students.

SN

s THE DEPARTMENT

for Professional Courses like

to focus on career prospects

Insurance.Public sectors ,

forum of Entrepreneurship.

) of students which include -
[,  Englich, Ex Tempo Speech,

Management .

by making them aware of the

citizen (who pay tax with

\
ACTIVITIES.....

From time to time, various activities are conducted in the department as well as outside
the campus to inculcate team spirit, essential skills in the students and to meet practical
challenges in the students the current business scenerio. These activities include sapling
plantation, Swach Bharat Abhiyaan, field visits, cooking workshops, community services
etc. the glimpse of the same can be seen here.

WALKING DOWN THE MEMERY LANE........!!"!

‘." “ = = | I }

N'S
WORLD HEART DAY
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ACHIEVEMENTS ......!!!
FEEL PROUD FOR BEING THE BEST..... AMONG THE CROWD!!!!!

The students have always made the entire college proud by their active participation in
all activities, be it literary, cultural, sports etc. Its not about being perfect. It’s about efforts
and when we bring that effort every single day, that’s where transformation happens. And
that’s the biggest achievenment. Our students have not only took part in various activities
but also have won many prize at Stata and National Level Sports competition. They have
even excelled in literary section by winning various awards.

The performance of the students at the Higher Secondary and in Under Graduate
Examinations under Assam Higher Secondary Educatiom Council and Dibrugarh University
respectively have all along been remarkable, with students occupying the top positions most
of the years and the pass percentage usually standing above 80% and several times even
above 90%. Higher Secondary students have remarkably shown a 100% result since its
inception. We hope that our students will continue this tradition of excellence in future course
of time too.

*To increase the number of students.

«To introduce PG course.

~To introduce various other professional cours
*To introduce certificate courses.

784ANK YOU.......
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Computer Science Department at a Glance

Tapas Aich
Faculty, Dept. of Computer Science

The Department of Computer Science has been successfully functioning since 2003. The
department deals with certain IT related papers in undergraduate courses for BA and B. Com along
with higher secondary courses. It also offers computer related short term options under Career Oriented
Courses (COC). The curriculum aims at providing an introductory and comprehensive view of
established and emerging areas in diverse scientific field. It also employs application oriented approach,
emphasizing development of problem solving skills in students.

Faculties:
1. Ms. Reetu Ganjoo, HOD (MCA, PGDBM)
2. Mr. Tapash K. Aich, Faculty (MCA)
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

The goal of the computer science department is to prepare students for graduate training in some
specialized area of computer science, to prepare students for jobs in industry, business, PSU and to

provide support courses for students in computer application and other fields requiring computing
skills.

Following are the key points to be noted as aims of the department :
e To train students and make them compatible for jobs requiring computer science.

o To impart quality professional training at the undergraduate level with an emphasis on basic
principles of computer science.

e Toempower the students with the required skills to solve complex technological problems and
also provide them with a framework for promoting collaborative and multidisciplinary activities.

INFRASTRUCTURE

e The Department comprises well-equipped spacious laboratories with 120 systems, state-of-
the-art computing facilities with sufficient power supply backup.

e The laboratories are well equipped with modern training fg.
facilities that cater to the requirements of the university :
syllabus.

o The software facility at the department includes popular [
operating system platforms, programming language [
compilers, development tools etc.
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The entire department building is covered with Wi-Fi wireless network connectivity.

The department has teaching aids and equipment’s like an interactive multimedia smart board
and projector for smart classroom.

The departmental library has a collection of books for students.
ACTIVITIES

The department initiated “SUVO” (Students’ Union Vote) an electronic voting database for
Students’ Union Election since 2016.

DISA (Digitized Information of Students Admitted) was a remarkable contribution of the
department towards digitization and creating a full-fledged students database.

ASMI (Amass Sound & Movies of Information) database developed for library media cell.

One week Orientation Programme on Online Salary Bill Preparation for office staffs was
conducted in 2019.

Two days’ Workshop on Online Examination System using Google Forms for teachers
organized in 2020.

The department has been facilitating online CBT examinations for Govt. and PSU
recruitments and promotional examinations viz. [IBF Diploma, CAIIB, JAIIB etc.
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ACHIEVEMENTS

e The department has been declared as a resource centre for Free & Open Source Software
courses under Spoken Tutorial Project, IIT Bombay.

e Awareness Programme & Workshop under Spoken Tutorial Project, IIT Bombay at various
places like Arunachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and West Bengal.

FUTURE PLANS

o To introduce new courses viz. BCA, B.A. with Computer Application, PGDCA.

e To introduce advanced servers and technologies to strengthen our computing facilities.
e® To organize IT workshops, seminars for emerging technologies.

e To strengthen the research activity.

e Publication of Department Newsletter.

e Conducting Seminar/ Workshop.

N\* e Extension program (IT Awareness Program in the nearby institutions).
' Qaau
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A Brief Report of NSS Activities

Dr. Tanusree Sarker
Programme Officer, NSS Unit

In this period the volunteers performed most of the activities in online mode due to lockdown.
But there were few offline activities also maintaining Covid 19 guidelines. The activities are mentioned

here in a nutshell along with few pictures:

@-@ Webinar on ()
SWACHHATA, PANDEMIC AND STUDENTS' RESPONSIBILITY

1. Webinar on swachhata, pandemic and students’
NSS Unit | & Il Women’s College, Tinsukia

responsibility-21* july, 2020.
The NSS Unit in collaboration with IQAC organised

IQAC, Women'’s College, Tinsukia

INAUGURATOR Chier Guest Resource Person

this webinar where more than 200 Volunteers and Programme | o a;;;:;g;mowa oo aror i . Basumatar
Officers from different institutions of NE India participated. R s " e
Mr. Sunil Kumar Basumatary, former Regional Director, NSS,

NE and a Motivational Speaker was the resource person and " e o, T s Gt ook

Dr. Devid Kardong, Co-ordinator, NSS Cell, Dibrugarh psenton _""II"P'J:E:MM_L '“'~°L3°'_’?‘E:'F32M:CISCOWEEEX

E-Certificates will be provided to all participants Important contact no.9101725424

University was the Chief Guest.

2. NSS day was observed in zoom platform by organising orientation for new volunteers on 24™®
September, 2020

3. Debjani Mukherjee and Ananya Paul of B.A. 5" semester bagged 3™ prize (cash money —
Rs. 5000/- each) in Regional Level Aids Quiz organized by Assam Aids Control Society on 5" November,
2020.

4. Kausoilya Pradhan of B.A. 3" semester selected from Dibrugarh University to attend the
Pre-Rd Parade Camp in Bhubaneswar which was held from 20-11-2020 to 2-12-2020.

5. An Online Quiz Competition was organized by the NSS Unit on the occasion of World Aids
Day, 1st December, 2020 where 157 students of Women’s College, Tinsukia participated. All were
given E-Certificate.

6. A Cleanliness Drive was organized by NSS Unit on 22" December, 2021. 25 volunteers
participated in this programme and they cleaned the campus.

@O REDMINOTE 91 AX.
CO Al QUAD CAMERA
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7. Celebration of International Women’s Day: A legal awareness programme on “Domestic
Violence and Legal Protection” was organised by NSS unit in collaboration with Women’s Studies
and Development Cell and in association with District Legal Services Authority, Tinsukia at Itakhuli
Block on 8" March, 2021. The programme was attended by more than 200 women from nearby
villages.

8. There were two programmes organized by the NSS unit on the occasion of World Environment
Day, 2021. There was a mass Plantation Programme in the Bypass area of Tinsukia on 4" June where
the NSS volunteers in collaboration with Forest Department planted 27 saplings.

On 5™ June the North East Prize Money Green Quiz Competition (online) was conducted by
NSS Unit in collaboration with ECO Club and IQAC of Women’s College, Tinsukia. In this quiz, first
prize was bagged by Kingshuk Talukdar of NIT, Silchar, 2™ prize by Philomina Rutsa of Kohima
Science College and 3" prize by Avantika Routh of Women’s College, Tinsukia. There were 55
participants joined in first round and six were selected for final round. Quiz was conducted by
Mr. Sujit kumar Sonowal, Asstt. Professor of Women’s College, tinsukia.

@0 REDMINOTE9PROMAX . =
©O Al QUAD CAMERA

9. On the occasion of International Yoga Day (21-06-2021) Volunteers practiced Yoga in their
home with their family members and uploaded videos on ‘Yoga’ in Social Medias to aware the people
regarding importance of Yoga in everyday life.
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10. Programme Officer and two NSS volunteers received bronze medal from ‘Sambandh Health
Foundation’ for the contribution in “Spitting Kills”” an online campaign to make Spit Free India. The
unit was successful to aware 1311 people from April, 2020 to December, 2020.

11. The NSS unit in collaboration with Tinsukia Municipal Board constructed a Ladies Toilet in
Khageswar Bazar (near ASEB Office). The toilet has been inaugurated and handed over to the Bazar
Committee on 7% july, 2021.

Total Volunteers at present : 225

Programme officers : Dr. Tanusree Sarker and Mr. Gagan Talukdar
Awards and achievements : best NSS PO Award (state level) 2017-18
Best NSS Volunteer award (state level)-2017-18 & 2018-19

Gold and silver medal for Anti Tobacco Campaign
(from Sambandh Health Foundation, NGO, Mumbai)-2019-20

Bronze medal by PO and two Volunteers for Spit Free India Movement-2020-2021

|
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A Report of NCC Activities

Lt. Theso Kropi
NCC Wing

The NCC wing of women’s college, Tinsukia has done various activities during
the year of 2020-2021. The details are given below-

The NCC wing of women’s college, Tinsukia has organized a ‘Public Statue | 7'7“
Cleaning Programme’ at Tinsukia Daily Bazaar on 12" December, 2020 and 25 :
cadets have participated in the event. And for the second time the NCC wing has also
organized a ‘Public Statue Cleaning Programme’ at Tinsukia Daily Bazaar on 12"
March, 2021 and 26 cadets have took part in the event.A class on Drill was conducted
followed by a drawing competition among the cadets on 14th Dec,2020. A
class on Map Reading was conducted on 23rd Dec,2020 which was taken by s
NCC PI Staff.

Nine cadets of Women’s College , TSK have participated in CATC
(Combined Annual Training Camp)camp at DHSK College, ,Dibrugarh from
30" January to 8" February,2021. The camp was organized by the Unit of 63 [&
Assam (Girls) BN NCC, Dibrugarh. and Two cadets have participated in th
second CATC (Combined Annual Training Camp) at DHSK College, Dibrugarh
from 9% to 18" February,2021. The camp was organized by the Unit of 10
Assam (Girls) BN NCC, Dibrugarh , Assam.

On the occasion of ‘World Environment Day, 5" June,2021,NCC Cadets B G
have observed the day by planting samplings in their surrounding areas and
fifteen cadets have fully participated in this programme. Videos containing

awareness message have been prepared by the cadets.On the occasion of ‘World
YOGA Day, 2021 cadets have participated in an online yoga programme from
home and also prepared a video on the importance of physical fitness by the
cadets.

Eleven cadets have appeared in ‘B’ certificate exam on 5" of March, [ERtERSRAN S
2021.4
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A Report of Women’s Studies and Development Cell

Activity No. 1

Name of the Programme

Date
Place / Mode

Participants

Resource Person

Link of the virtual lecture
programme

Activity No. 2

Name of the Programme
Date

Place

Participants

Resource Person

Suprity Shyam
Co-ordinator, Women's Study & Development Cell

Special Lecture Programme on the Topic —

Prospects of Women Entrepreneurship Development in Assam
07/11/ 2020

Virtual Mode (Zoom/ You tube)

Villagers of different villages of Tinsukia, Teachers & Students of
different educational institutions of Assam.

1. Mr. Hemanta Rabha, Project Head,
Indian Institute of Entrepreneurship, Guwahati.

https://youtu.be/Zr00O7XG15Lo -

Legal Awareness Programme

28/12/2020

Women'’s College, Tinsukia

Teachers & Students of Women’s College, Tinsukia.

1. Mr. Siladitya Chetia,
Honourable Superintendent of Police, Tinsukia.

2. Mr. Bitul Chetia,
Honourable Additional Superintendent of Police, Tinsukia
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Activity No. 3

Name of the Programme :  Legal Awareness Programme on the eve of International Women’s
Day in collaboration with NSS

Date : 08/03/2021

Place : Itakhuli Block

Participants :  Teachers & Students of Women’s College, Tinsukia and the villagers
of Itakhuli Block

Resource Person : 1. Damayanti Gogoi,

Advocate (District Legal Service Authority, Tinsukia)

2. Nivedita Bose,
Advocate (District Legal Service Authority, Tinsukia)
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